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This Sunday’s readings providentially whisper to us a single,
fascinating truth: service is not an addition to our Christian vocation,
but rather its beating heart, the very form in which our discipleship
takes flesh and communicates itself to the world. Listening to the
voice of Isaiah, the cry of the Psalmist, the words of the Apostle, and
the testimony of John the Baptist, we discover that service is the
privileged place where God forms us, frees us, and enables us to
become living signs of his love. This message follows in the
footsteps of the Strenna 2026, which we have been meditating on
these days.

I. The Call to Serve as a Way of Being Disciples

Scripture gives us a very clear invitation: being a servant is the
fundamental form of every Christian vocation. The prophet Isaiah
proclaims this with marvellous clarity: “You are my servant, Israel,
in whom I will display my glory” (Is 49:3).
The beauty of the Christian faith lies here: it is precisely in serving
that the glory of God becomes visible. Not in dominion, not in
aggression towards the weakest, not in the accumulation of earthly
power, but in that total availability marked by the logic of the Gospel.
Paul, in his letter to the Corinthians, does not choose his words to
introduce himself at random: “Paul, called to be an apostle of
Christ Jesus by the will of God” (1 Cor 1:1). His identity is not the
result of a path he chose for himself according to his own
calculations. His identity is pure election, pure calling, pure
reception of God’s will. And this will of God has only one direction:
apostolic service to the holy people. In Paul, we see the model of
the disciple who sees his own existence as an eternal availability to
the hands of the One who chose him.



Il. The Experience of Service as a Way to Know the Mystery of
Love

But here a profound question arises: how is this availability
generated? How can a human heart come to say “yes” in such a
radical way?

The answer of faith is wonderful: not through coercion, not
through the blackmail of guilt, but through an encounter with God’s
love. And this love, which becomes life, is experienced in a concrete
way in the very service of others.

The Psalmist translates it into ardent prayer, into that prayer
which is both confession and promise: “Behold, Lord, | come to
do your will” (Ps 39).

The psalmist does not say, “l would come if you convinced me”
or “I might consider coming.” No. There are no preconditions or
prior requests. He simply cries out, “Here | am, | am coming.” Itis a
living, urgent present, a rush of the heart towards God’s will. And
why? Because in serving, we experience that God’s will becomes a
divine space that shapes us, transforms us, and makes us become
increasingly ourselves in the light of Christ’s truth.

Then, in every gesture of authentic service, we experience

something of God’s tenderness, of his absolute dedication to the good
of his creatures. And as we serve, we are shaped by the one we serve,
becoming more like Christ, who “though he was in the form of God...
emptied himself, taking the form of a servant” (Phil 2:6-7).
Is this not the profound meaning of John’s Gospel, when the
Evangelist presents us with John the Baptist, the supreme witness
of Christ? He sees Jesus coming towards him and cries out with
overflowing joy: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the
sin of the world!” (Jn 1:29).

John the Baptist understood the mystery: Jesus came to
serve, to give himself, to take upon himself the sin of humanity. And
in recognising him, John the Baptist experiences the fullness of joy.
When we, as disciples, enter this movement of service and self-
denial, we experience the same joy that filled the heart of John the
Baptist: the joy of participating in the Paschal mystery, of being
involved in redemption, of becoming collaborators in Christ’s saving
mission.



lll. Serving: Expression of True Faith and Source of Contagious
Freedom

This brings us to the true meaning of service. Service is not
simply a philanthropic gesture, the result of a personal desire to be
generous. Rather, it is the authentic expression of faith. When faith
is authentic, it emerges in concrete gestures of love, in service to
the dignity of others, in dedication to the common good. Those who
truly believe in Jesus Christ, those who have experienced God’s
mercy and forgiveness, can only serve.

And here something beautiful happens: this service becomes
contagious. When we serve with truth, when our service is not
contaminated by the search for narcissistic recognition or the desire
to dominate, it liberates others. It shows those who see us that
another way of life is possible. That we are not slaves to vanity,
selfishness, the struggle for power. That it is possible to live in a
totally gratuitous way, offering ourselves for others as Christ offers
himself for us.

Brothers and sisters, in an age when so many suffer from
loneliness, abandonment, indifference, our service becomes a
prophetic gesture. It says that the person is not a function, that the
other is not a tool for our purposes, that the community is a place
of brotherhood, not competition. Serving becomes a gesture of
freedom that radiates freedom, of love that generates love, of grace
that calls for conversion.

Conclusion: “Do Whatever He Tells You” - The Voice of the
Strenna 2026

It is significant that as we meditate on these Sunday readings,
we have the Strenna 2026 with Mary’s words at the wedding at
Cana: “Do whatever he tells you” (Jn 2:5).

This is not a liturgical coincidence. Mary, the Mother of the
Lord, invites us to that total, conscious, vigilant availability that
characterises the true disciple. “Do whatever he tells you” is an
invitation to intimacy with Christ, to adherence to his will. It is the
maternal language of the one who, for the first time, said her
unconditional “yes” to God at the Annunciation and who now
teaches our hearts the way of freedom through service.



The Strenna 2026 offers us a luminous path, divided into four
stages that reflect exactly what today’s readings are whispering to
our consciences:

First: Conscious acceptance of the signs of the times.

We recognise God’s action in events. We learn to read history as
the place where God continues to work, to call us, to offer us
opportunities for transformation. Difficult times are not punishment;
they are an invitation to discernment and faithful response.

Second: Deeply rooting ourselves in faith in Christ.

We nourish our discipleship from the Word of God, from living
communion with Christ, from the enlightened understanding of
faith. It is not abstract faith, but faith that sees events in the light of
Christ and finds true discernment in Christ.

Third: Live the call with conscious freedom.

“Behold, | come to do your will” - the cry of the Psalmist. It is the
freedom that blossoms when we allow God’s will to dwell in our
hearts, when we listen to that voice that calls us to service out of
love.

Fourth: Serve with complete generosity and joy.

Rooted in faith and free in our choices, we serve with the boldness
of faith, with an open heart, with total availability. It is the service
that John the Baptist recognised in Jesus and which filled him with
unspeakable joy. When we serve in this way, we feel that it is the
Lord himself who accompanies us, shapes us, frees us continually
to continue to serve with even more faith, more freedom, more love.
Brothers and sisters, this homily is meant to be an invitation to live
the journey of the Strenna 2026 with greater awareness. “Do
whatever he tells you” - these are the words of Mary, echoing Isaiah,
the Psalmist, Paul, and John the Baptist. They are the words that the
Church addresses to us today, in this time of challenges and of
grace. Let us carry with us this essential vocation: believers, free to
serve.

Amen.



