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THURSDAY, 15th: Valdocco, a family of believers, 

free to serve 
 

 

Opening prayer 

Novitiate community.  

 

Invocation of the Spirit 

Invochiamo la tua presenza vieni Signor. 

Invochiamo la tua presenza scendi su di noi. 

Vieni Consolatore e dona pace e umiltà. 

Acqua viva d'amore questo cuore apriamo a Te. 

Vieni Spirito, vieni Spirito, scendi su di noi! (x2) 

Vieni su noi Maranathà, vieni su noi Spirito! 

Vieni Spirito, vieni Spirito, scendi su di noi! (x2) 

scendi su di noi. 

Invochiamo la tua presenza, vieni Signor, 

invochiamo la tua presenza scendi su di noi. 

Vieni luce dei cuori dona forza e fedeltà. 

Fuoco eterno d'amore questa vita offriamo a te. 

Vieni Spirito, vieni Spirito, scendi su di noi! … 

 

Psalm 26 – The Lord is strength and light 
 

1 The LORD Is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life: whom should I dread? 
 

2 When those who do evil draw near to devour my flesh, 

it is they, my enemies and foes, who stumble and fall. 
 

3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart would not fear; 

Though war break out against me, even then would I trust 
 

4 There is one thing I ask of the LORD, only this do I desire: 

to live in the house of the LORD, all the days of my life, 

to gaze on the beauty of the LORD, to seek him in his holy Temple. 
 

5 For there he keeps me safe in his shelter in the day of evil. 

He hides me under the cover of his tent, He sets me high upon a rock. 
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6 And now my head shall be raised above my foes who surround me. 

And I shall offer within his tent a sacrifice of joy, 

I will sing and make music for the LORD. 
 

7 O LORD, hear my voice when I call. 

Have mercy and answer me! 
 

8 Of you my heart has spoken: "Seek his face!" 

It is your face, O LORD, that I seek 
 

9 Hide not your face from me, Dismiss not your servant in anger. 

You have been my help do not abandon or forsake me, O God my Saviour! 
 

10 Though father and mother forsake me 

The LORD will receive me. 
 

11 Instruct me, LORD, in your way, 

on an even path lead me, despite my enemies. 
 

12 Do not leave me to the will of my foes 

For false witnesses rise up against me and they breathe out violence 
 

13 I believe I shall see the LORD’s goodness in the land of the living 
14 Wait for the LORD, be strong, be bold and wait for the LORD. 

Don Bosco, man of faith. 

From Fr John Cagliero’s testimony 
 

Don Bosco’s faith was so sublime and so profound that it was the soul of his 

life. He himself confessed this when he chose, as I have already stated, the 

motto for the coat of arms of his Pious Society: 'Da mihi animas, coetera tolle! 

“Souls, souls,” he told us, “and nothing else. Seek souls, not honours or 

dignity!”’ This was the first of the twenty reminders he gave to me and the first 

Salesian missionaries who were leaving for America. And in a private letter he 

gave me in Sampierdarena before I left for the port of Genoa, he wrote: ‘Do 

what you can, God will do what we cannot. Entrust everything to Jesus in the 

Blessed Sacrament and to Mary Help of Christians and you will see what 

miracles are.’ And we have seen miracles, but for me they are no longer a 

mystery, given Don Bosco’s faith. Those who believe can do anything, and Don 

Bosco believed in the omnipotence of God. ‘Even if I had an army lined up 

before me, I would not retreat a single step if the work I have begun is willed by 

God.’ These were often his words. 

Prayers of the faithful 

Our faith is encouraged by the witness of the Saints, signs of the Spirit's 

presence in the Church. At each invocation, we invoke the Father, the source 

of all fullness of life: Increase in us faith, hope and charity. 
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⎯ You have inspired Salesian holiness in your Church to reach out to young 

people on every continent: grant that we may all devote our lives to those 

who are most distant and abandoned. 

⎯ You granted Don Bosco the grace to combine tireless action with an 

intense life of prayer: guide and assist us so that in our apostolic work we 

may always remain united to you. 

⎯ You want parents to be the first and foremost educators of their children: 

may they find in you the strength and joy to always be aware of the 

greatness of their commitment. 

⎯ You gave our Founder the Virgin Mary as his Mother and Teacher: grant 

that the members of the Salesian Family may trust in her help and always 

experience her Marian presence. 

⎯ Guide the paths of history and the lives of people in those places where 

fighting and suffering continue: may they meet your witnesses who we 

know will instil in their hearts the faith that illuminates challenges. 

 

Our Father 

 

Let us pray. O God, who in Saint John Bosco gave your Church a wonderful 

founder of the Salesian Family, kindle in us too the same flame of faith, hope 

and charity in the service of your glory for the salvation of our brothers and 

sisters. Through our Lord.  

 

Entrustment to Mary: Ave Maria Ausiliatrice  

Guida di don Bosco, tu ripeti a noi: 

“Questa è la mia casa, per la mia gloria” 

Ave Maria Ausiliatrice, sei la causa della nostra gioia: 

presso il cuore di Dio intercedi per noi.   

Sei l’Immacolata, domini il nemico: 

dona la tua forza alla gioventù. Rit. 

Guida i nostri passi sulle vie del Cielo:  

canteremo insieme nell’eternità. Rit. 
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Celebration of the Eucharist  
In the Basilica, 6:30 p.m. 

Fr Fabio Attard, Rector Major, presides 

Liturgical animation: FMA past pupils, Mornese 
 

 

Introduction 

Today we gather as members of the great Salesian Family, grateful pilgrims, to 

celebrate the Eucharist and place our year under the light of the Strenna 2026: 

“Do whatever He tells you — Believers, free to serve.” These words, spoken 

by Mary at Cana, invite us to make our faith alive — something that listens, 

trusts, and acts. 

On this first day of our gathering, as we enter with an empty jar wrapped in a 

water-colored cloth, symbolizing each of us, let us offer ourselves with our 

emptiness, yet filled with our willingness to serve him joyfully and freely. We 

wish to offer the Lord our commitment so that these Days of Spirituality may be 

an authentic and profound experience of faith: lived, shared, and given in our 

realities, but above all with young people: our future, our hope.  

May the Eucharistic Lord renew our hearts so that, as Past Pupils and members 

of the Salesian Family, we may become witnesses of joyful service, 

transforming gratitude into action and faith into daily commitment. Let us 

celebrate this Eucharist with minds attentive, hearts open, and lives ready to 

respond to the voice of Christ. 

Canto d’ingreso: JESUS CHRIST YOU ARE MY LIFE 

 

Jesus Christ You are my life, alleluja, alleluja.  

Jesus Christ You are my life, You are my life, alleluja. 

 

Tu sei via, sei verità, Tu sei la nostra vita,  

camminando insieme a Te vivremo in Te per sempre. 

 

En el gozo caminaremos trayendo tu evangelio,  

testimonios de caridad, hijos de Dios en el mundo. 

 

Ci raccogli nell'unità, riuniti nell'amore,  

nella gioia dinanzi a Te cantando la Tua gloria. 

 

 



7 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

Reading I 

A reading from the Book of Samuel 4:1-11 

 

The Philistines gathered for an attack on Israel. Israel went out to engage them 

in battle and camped at Ebenezer, while the Philistines camped at Aphek. The 

Philistines then drew up in battle formation against Israel. After a fierce struggle 

Israel was defeated by the Philistines, who slew about four thousand men on 

the battlefield. When the troops retired to the camp, the elders of Israel said 

“Why has the LORD permitted us to be defeated today by the Philistines? Let 

us fetch the ark of the Lord from Shiloh that it may go into battle among us and 

save us from the grasp of our enemies.” 

 

So the people sent to Shiloh and brought from there the ark of the LORD of 

hosts, who is enthroned upon the cherubim. The two sons of Eli, Hophni and 

Phinehas, were with the ark of God. When the ark of the LORD arrived in the 

camp, all Israel shouted so loudly that the earth resounded. 

 

The Philistines, hearing the noise of shouting, asked, “What can this loud 

shouting in the camp of the Hebrews mean?” On learning that the ark of the 

LORD had come into the camp, the Philistines were frightened. They said, 

“Gods have come to their camp.” They said also, “Woe to us! This has never 

happened before. Woe to us! Who can deliver us from the power of these 

mighty gods? These are the gods that struck the Egyptians with various plagues 

and with pestilence. Take courage and be manly, Philistines; otherwise you will 

become slaves to the Hebrews, as they were your slaves. So fight manfully!” 

 

The Philistines fought and Israel was defeated; every man fled to his own tent. 

It was a disastrous defeat, .in which Israel lost thirty thousand foot soldiers. 

The ark of God was captured, and Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were 

among the dead. 

 

Responsorial Psalm (Sal 43) 
 

R. Redeem us, Lord, because of your mercy. 
 

Yet now you have cast us off and put us in disgrace, 

 and you go not forth with our armies. 

You have let us be driven back by our foes; 

those who hated us plundered us at will. R. 
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You made us the reproach of our neighbors, 

the mockery and the scorn of those around us. 

You made us a byword among the nations, 

a laughingstock among the peoples. R. 
 

Why do you hide your face, 

forgetting our woe and our oppression? 

For our souls are bowed down to the dust, 

our bodies are pressed to the earth. R. 

 

GOSPEL 

From the Gospel according to Mark (1:40-45) 
 

A leper came to him and kneeling down begged him and said, “If you wish, you 

can make me clean.” Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand, touched the 

leper, and said to him, “I do will it. Be made clean.” The leprosy left him 

immediately, and he was made clean. Then, warning him sternly, he dismissed 

him at once. 
 

Then he said to him, “See that you tell no one anything, but go, show yourself 

to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses prescribed; that will be 

proof for them.” The man went away and began to publicize the whole matter. 

He spread the report abroad so that it was impossible for Jesus to enter a town 

openly. He remained outside in deserted places, and people kept coming to 

him from everywhere. 

 

Prayer of the faithful 

Priest: United as family before the Lord, let us present our prayers: 

Response: Lord, teach us to listen and serve. 

⎯ For the Church, that she may remain faithful to Christ’s voice and 

courageous in serving the poorest and most abandoned. We pray: Lord, 

teach us to listen and serve. 

⎯ For the Salesian Family, our Rector Major, the Daughters of Mary Help of 

Christians, and all the Salesian family, that the Strenna 2026 may become 

a daily mission of faith and generous service. We pray: Lord, teach us to 

listen and serve. 

⎯ For young people everywhere, especially those searching for direction 

and hope, that they may discover Christ as their guide and companion. 

We pray: Lord, teach us to listen and serve. 

⎯ For families, educators, and volunteers, that they may be witnesses of 

love, freedom, and joyful dedication in their communities. We pray: Lord, 

teach us to listen and serve. 
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⎯ For all who suffer through war, poverty, illness, loneliness, or injustice, 

our hands and hearts may be ready to serve them with compassion and 

courage. We pray: Lord, teach us to listen and serve.  

⎯ For each one of us gathered here, that this Eucharist may renew our 

commitment to live as true believers, free to serve. We pray: Lord, 

teach us to listen and serve. 

 

 

Offertory 

Bring the Document of the Strenna together with the Bread and Wine. 

Leader: Lord Jesus, as we offer this bread and wine, we also offer our lives, 

our talents, and our availability. Transform our gifts into instruments of love and 

service so that our faith may become visible through good works and our 

gratitude may become a mission. May these days of reflection on the Strenna 

transform us into new wine that we may give a renewed impetus to the mission 

entrusted to each of us. 

 

Song: DEUS ESTA’ AQUI 

Deus está aqui tão certo como o ar que eu respiro 

tão certo como o amanhã que se levanta 

tão certo como eu te falo e podes me ouvir. 

⎯ Jesus está aqui… 

⎯ O Espírito está aqui… 

 

 

Song: NOI CANTEREMO GLORIA A TE  

 

Nous chanterons pour toi, Seigneur, Tu nous as fait revivre ; 

Que ta parole dans nos cœurs à jamais nous délivre.  

 

Tu prends la tête du troupeau comme un pasteur fidèle, 

et tu le guides vers les eaux de la vie éternelle. 

 

Ton bras, Seigneur, vient relever les pauvres sans défense, 

et près de toi, les affamés trouveront l´abondance. 

 

Ta sainte vigne, ô Jésus Christ, sur les coteaux du monde, 

Tu la feras porter du fruit en récolte féconde. 
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Song: ONE BREAD ONE BODY 

 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all;  

one cup of blessing which we bless! 

And we, though many, throughout the earth, 

we are one body in this one Lord. 

⎯ Gentile or Jew Servant or free Woman or man No more! RIT. 

⎯ Many the gifts, many the works! One in the Lord Of all! RIT. 

 

Final blessing 
 

Priest: As we conclude this Eucharist, may Mary's words remain alive in our 

hearts: ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Go forth as believers, free to serve, 

witnesses of joy in a world thirsting for hope. 

 

 

Hymn: SANTA MARIA DEL CAMMINO 
 

Mentre trascorre la vita solo tu non sei mai 

Santa Maria del cammino sempre sarà con te. 

Vieni o Madre, in mezzo a noi, vieni, Maria quaggiu’: 

cammineremo insieme a te, verso la libertà. 

 

Si por el mundo los hombres sin conocerse van, 

no niegues nunca tu mano al que contigo está.  

Ven con nosotros al caminar, Santa María, ven (2) 
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Missionary prayer vigil 
In the Basilica, 8:45 p.m. 

led by the Comunità Missione Don Bosco 
 

 

Greeting from the celebrant 
⎯ In the name of the Father… 

⎯ The peace of the Lord be with you all… 

 

Welcome to the missionary prayer vigil… in this very same Basilica from where, 

150 years ago, the first expedition sent by Don Bosco to Argentina set forth. 

And today his eleventh successor, Fr Fabio Attard, commenting on the Strenna, 

helped us to see the profound sense of faith in the apostolic commitment of 

Don Bosco and his sons and daughters, inspired by Mary’s ‘Do whatever he 

tells you.’ 

May the contemplation of God’s work, developed by missionaries with that 

same sense of faith, be a powerful call for us to renew our missionary vocation 

wherever the Lord has planted us.        

 

Guide: The first Christian community came into being through a strong impulse 

of the Spirit that led the disciples to leave their upper room of fear, closure and 

disillusionment to go and proclaim what they had ‘seen and heard’ (1 Jn 1:3). 

Even in these times, the Church continues to be a Church that goes forth, a 

Church of the peripheries, called to bring the good news to all, especially to the 

existential peripheries, those of one’s own land and those of countries not yet 

evangelised. 

The missionary, therefore, is none other than the one who, in communion with 

the Church, guided by the Spirit and nourished by the Word and the Eucharist, 

gives him or herself as a gift to bear witness to Jesus so that all may ‘have life, 

and have it in abundance’ (Jn 10:10) in an ongoing situation of mission. 

Let us invoke the Spirit and ask him to come down upon us and rekindle the 

missionary passion of great believers such as Don Bosco. 

 

Song: SPIRITO DI DIO, SCENDE SU DI NOI 

 

Spirito di Dio, scendi su di noi (bis) 

⎯ Rendici docili, umili, semplici, Spirito di Dio, scendi su di noi. 

⎯ Tu, che ti librasti sulla creazione, Spirito di Dio, scendi su di noi. 

⎯ Tu, che ti posasti su Gesù, il Cristo, Spirito di Dio, scendi su di noi. 

⎯ Tu, che discendesti sulla prima Chiesa, Spirito di Dio, scendi su di noi. 
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Spirit of God, come rest on us (twice) 

⎯ Make us docile, humble, simple, Spirit of God, come rest on us. 

⎯ You who hovered over creation, Spirit of God, come rest on us. 

⎯ You who rested upon Jesus the Christ, Spirit of God, come rest on us. 

⎯ You who came down upon the early Church, Spirit of God, come rest on us. 

 

First moment: THE DEPARTURE OF THE FIRST MISSIONARY EXPEDITION 

 

Guide: Summer-Autumn 1875. A time that is sacred in the life of our Family. 

Months of preparations and sending. It is worth remembering the atmosphere 

that prevailed here in Valdocco during those days.   Let us listen to the following 

lines with our hearts in our hands and minds as we try to revisit the sacred time 

when the first Salesian expedition to Argentina departed, right from the church 

where we are tonight. These are some excerpts from the Biographical Memoirs.  

 

Reader: The ten missionaries chosen by Don Bosco spent the summer of 1875 

studying Spanish. In October they went to Rome to see Pius IX, who was elderly 

and infirm: ‘Here is a poor old man. Now where are my little missionaries?... So 

you are Don Bosco’s sons, and you are going to preach the Gospel in distant 

lands? Good, where are you going?’ ‘To the Argentine Republic.’ ‘You will find 

there an immense field in which to accomplish much good. Scatter the seeds 

of virtue among the people there... I want you to multiply, because great is the 

need and most abundant the harvest to be reaped.’ 
 

Thursday, 11 November 1875, in the great basilica, after the singing of Vespers 

and the Magnificat, Don Bosco mounted the pulpit and laid out the apostolic 

programme for those who were departing. In the first instance, Italian 

migrants to Argentina. He recommended particularly ‘the sad situation of 

many Italian families. You will find a very large number of children and even 

adults who know nothing about reading, writing and religion. Search out these 

brothers who wre driven to a strange land.’ Secondly, the evangelisation of 

Patagonia: ‘We are entering upon a mighty undertaking, not because we 

believe we can convert the whole world in a few days, yet who knows? This 

humble beginning may be the seed that will grow into a mighty tree. It might be 

a tiny grain of millet or of mustard seed, that will grow, little by little, and 

accomplish great things.’ 
 

‘Don Bosco embraced each of the ten missionaries one by one. The ten 

missionaries left the sanctuary and walked through the church with the boys 

and their friends pressing around them. There ws a grand spectacle from the 

entrance: the square and adjacent streets filled with crowds of people, 

carriages waiting, the darkness dispelled by the flare of lanterns. Fr John 

Baptist Lemoyne asked Don Bosco: “is the inde exibit gloria mea [hence shall 

https://www.missionidonbosco.org/news/argentina-la-prima-spedizione-missionaria-salesiana-a-oggi
https://www.missionidonbosco.org/news/argentina-la-prima-spedizione-missionaria-salesiana-a-oggi
https://www.missionidonbosco.org/news/argentina-la-prima-spedizione-missionaria-salesiana-a-oggi
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my glory come] beginning to come true?” “Yes it is,” answered Don Bosco. A 

few months earlier, he had said: “What is our oratory at Valdocco in the world? 

An atom. Yet it keeps us so busy, and from this little corner we think about 

sending people here and there. Oh, the goodness of God!”’. (Brief silence) 

 

COMMENTARY AND SYMBOLS 
 

Guide: There is much we can draw from this extract. We can certainly 

emphasise four things: 

⎯ the faith and trust that sustains missionary activity; 

⎯ the courage with which Don Bosco, the Salesian Congregation and the 

departing missionaries move forward; 

⎯ awareness of the fatigue and discomfort that will have to be faced;  

⎯ the sense of family and Church that surrounds it all. 
 

Let us express our feelings with the symbol of a light, together with an image 

of Don Bosco. All of Don Bosco’s initiatives and plans were inspired by intuition 

and made possible by circumstances, all in the light of the Lord’s presence in 

his life, and always accompanied by Mary Help of Christians. Let us pray in 

silence. (Background music while the symbols arrive at the altar) 

 

Guide: Together let us pray  
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills: from where will my help come? 

My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
 

He will not let your foot be moved; He who keeps you will not slumber.  

He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 

The LORD is your keeper, The LORD is your shade at your right hand. 

The sun shall not strike you by day nor the moon by night. 
 

The LORD will keep you from all evil, He will keep your life. 

The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in,  

from this time on and for evermore.  

 

Second moment: THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Guide. The Church’s mission, as also the Salesian Family’s mission, come from 

the light of Jesus’ Resurrection; we are bearers of the Risen Jesus, and the 

mission bears witness to God’s love for humankind that becomes visible in the 

Risen Jesus. The words ‘Go, therefore, and make disciples’ are the core that 

moves the missionary heart of his disciples, the heart of Don Bosco and the 

entire Salesian Family. 
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Celebrant: From the Gospel according to Matthew (28:16-20) 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 

And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, 

I am with you always, to the end of the age.’ The Word of the Lord 

 

SYMBOL and BRIEF COMMENTARY 

Musical background to help with meditation and understanding the symbol: 

After a minute or two, several people begin to stand up with posters of 

missionary figures. As they walk down the central aisle, they display the visible 

figures. They all end up forming an arch between the parvis (outside square) 

and the first part of the aisles on both sides. 

 

Celebrant: For years the Church has been experiencing a particular stage of 

missionary activity. It is a mobilisation of all ecclesial forces in order to 

accomplish the Lord’s words: ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 

remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’ (Matthew 28:19-20). 

Believers who are aware of being an active part of the Church place themselves 

at the service of its mission, offering an original contribution according to the 

gifts they have received. We, the Salesian Family, are part of this vast ecclesial 

apostolic movement. 
 

Being a missionary always involves two areas of intervention: here and there. 

Here, in Turin we have been shown the need we have to live there, that is, in 

mission territories. Going on mission is a living part of Don Bosco’s charism and 

Salesian life. In every part of the world, wherever the Spirit has planted the 

Salesian charism, the Lord brings us back to daily life, woven with communion, 

apostolic commitment, convergence of projects, shared responsibility in 

spreading the Kingdom of God, and Salesian spirituality. We would not be 

faithful to the gift of the Spirit if we lacked apostolic missionary generosity. Let 

us remember well the words of Jesus: ‘Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 

nations.’ 

 

Guide: So let us pray and thank the Lord together, for associating us with his 

work of liberating humanity. 
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All together: 

 

Praise the LORD O my soul. 

I will praise the LORD forever,  

I will praise the LORD as long as I live. 

 

Happy are those 

whose help is the God of Jacob 

whose hope is in the LORD their God. 

 

The LORD sets the prisoners free 

he gives bread to the hungry. 

The LORD opens the eyes of the blind,  

He lifts up those who are bowed down 

The LORD loves the righteous. 

 

Praise the LORD in his sanctuary, 

Praise him in the heavens, his firm abode. 

Praise him for his deeds,  

Praise his immense greatness. 

 

Celebrant: Our Father… 

 

Blessing 

 

Goodnight: LIVING IN A CONTINUOUS STATE OF MISSION 

(Text in the TALKS booklet).  
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FRIDAY 16th: 

“Do whatever he tells you”. Watching and listening 

 

 

 

Prayer: Alongside Mary in prayer  
Mary of Nazareth contemplative community 
 

 

Song: SPIRITO DI DIO  
 

Spirito di Dio riempimi, Spirito di Dio battezzami 

Spirito di Dio consacrami, Vieni ad abitare dentro me! 
 

Spirito di Dio guariscimi, Spirito di Dio rinnovami 

Spirito di Dio consacrami, Vieni ad abitare dentro me! 
 

Spirito di Dio riempici, Spirito di Dio battezzaci 

Spirito di Dio consacraci, Vieni ad abitare dentro noi! 

 

Guide. Alongside Mary in prayer on that morning of the Annunciation, we invite 

you to express our feelings as the Salesian Family as we begin our day with the 

thoughts of Pope Leo's prayer on 8 December in Piazza di Spagna in Rome. 

(Each passage in a language is led by a reader from the stage but followed by 

those who speak that language). 

 

PRAYER TO MARY (Cf. Pope Leo, 8/12/2026)  
 

Hail, O Mary! Rejoice, full of grace, 

filled with that grace which, like a gentle light, makes radiant 

all those on whom the presence of God shines. 

The Mystery has wrapped around you from the beginning; 

from your mother’s womb it began to accomplish great things in you, 

things that soon asked for your consent—that “Yes” 

which inspired so many other “yeses.” 

Look, O Mary, 

upon so many sons and daughters whose hope has not been extinguished: 

may what your Son has sown in them take root and grow, 

He, the living Word, who in each person asks to grow still more,  

to take on flesh, face, and voice.  
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May the kingdom of God come, 

the newness you longed for so deeply 

and to which you opened yourself completely, 

as a child, as a young woman, and as mother of the nascent Church. 

Inspire new insights in the Church and in the Salesian Family 

which, in every context, gather the joys and hopes, the sadness and anguish 

of young people, especially the poor, and of all those who suffer. 
 

Intercede for us, grappling with changes 

that seem to find us unprepared and powerless. 

Inspire dreams, visions, and courage, 

you who know better than anyone that nothing is impossible for God, 

and also that God does nothing alone. 

Set us on our way, with the haste that once moved your steps 

toward your cousin Elizabeth, 

and with the trembling eagerness 

with which you became an exile and pilgrim, 

to be blessed, yes, but blessed among all women, 

first disciple of your Son, mother of God-with-us. 

Help us to be always a Church with and among the people, 

leaven in the dough of a humanity crying out for justice and hope. 

Immaculate one, woman of infinite beauty, 

watch over this city, over this humanity. 

Point them to Jesus, lead them to Jesus, present them to Jesus. 

Mother, Queen of Peace, pray for us. 

Guide. Let us call on Mary, too, with the heart of Don Bosco  

 

Hymn: O MARIA, VERGINE POTENTE 

 

O Maria, Vergine potente, tu grande presidio della Chiesa, 

o Maria, aiuto dei cristiani, tu terribile esercito schierato, 

tu doni il sole che vince ogni tenebra, 

tu nelle angosce e lotte della vita, 

tu nei pericoli difendici dal nemico. 

Tu nella ora della morte accogli l’anima in Paradiso. (x2) 
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The Gospel is a celebration! (Jn 2,1-11) 
Final prayer 
 

President:  

⎯ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

⎯ The Lord be with you. 

 

Guide: Welcome to the Basilica. We arrive here after a beautiful moment of 

reading and meditation on the Word and sharing it with each other. We are at 

the moment of savouring the rich message of the Strenna with the same 

attitudes as Mary, carefully observing the reality around us rooted in faith in 

Christ, seeking to discover the will of God that emerges from the events we are 

experiencing, as Don Fabio suggested to us yesterday.    
 

“Do everything he tells you.” These comforting yet authoritative words of Mary 

are a light on our path in moments of uncertainty, confusion, and 

discouragement. Let us remain silent, reflecting on these words and listen to 

what Jesus is telling us and to the Salesian Family. 

 

Song: “TUTTO QUELLO CHE VI DIRÀ” (L’anima del mondo) 
  

What love needs is there, and for peace in our hearts... 

it seems impossible, I don't know why, there's no taste of harmony. 

Do whatever the Lord of joy tells you. 

Do everything that Jesus tells you to do. 
 

Always in a hurry and we can't seem to spend time together to talk anymore... 

It seems impossible, I wonder why, we're distant within four walls. 

Do whatever the Lord of joy tells you to do. 

Do everything Jesus tells you to do. 
 

Because He believes in us more than we do,  

he believes in us more than ever: 

our water, the new wine will change. 

And so, together with Him, 

we will love each other more than ever. 

Our home will have His joy. 
 

If someone manages to do what they can, 

it's a great gift for those close to them. 

It seems impossible to know why it's so difficult to be faithful. 

Do whatever the Lord of joy tells you to do. 

Do everything Jesus tells you to do... 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD OF GOD: John 2:1-12  

 

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was 

there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When 

the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.” 

“Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.” 

His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Nearby stood six 

stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each 

holding from twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars 

with water”; so they filled them to the brim. Then he told them, “Now draw some 

out and take it to the master of the banquet.” They did so, and the master of 

the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize 

where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. 

Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, “Everyone brings out the choice 

wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to 

drink; but you have saved the best till now.” What Jesus did here in Cana of 

Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his 

disciples believed in him. (Short pause) 

 

Guide: Among the various characters present at the wedding at Cana, let's 

focus on the servants, because they are the ones who directly witnessed the 

miracle and participated in it. When we look at it intently, we see that it's the 

servants who are in an advantageous position to come to believe in Jesus, while 

the other guests presumably remain unaware of the miracle, contenting 

themselves with sipping more good wine, even when they are already a bit 

drunk! 
 

Amidst the servants, witnesses to the sign of the transformation of water into 

wine, we present our reflections and prayers to the Lord, through Mary, the 

mother, the teacher, the queen, the virgin, as the dawn of the new life of the 

Kingdom. 
 

I invite a member from each group to come forward to the churchyard. And 

four by four, while one person pours some wine into a jar that has been placed 

there, the others invite us to pray with the prayer prepared by the group. After 

every four interventions, we sing “Misericordias Domini, in aeternum cantabo”. 

 

THE REFLECTIONS AND THE PRAYERS OF THE ASSEMBLY 

 

Guide: Here is the Ecclesial Wine: Mary, Mother of the Church, accompany 

Pope Leo in his mission as guide and shepherd. Strengthen the testimony of 

your children, especially in places where faith is persecuted and threatened. 

(Readers of the prayers of groups 1 to 4). 
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Guide: Here is the wine of charism: Mary, you who guided Don Bosco and 

all the founders of the groups within the Salesian Family, help us to preserve 

the good taste of the charismatic wine so that we can offer it to all the people 

we encounter in our service. (Readers of the prayers of groups 5 to 8).  
 

Guide: Here is the Missionary Wine: Mother of Evangelisation, open the paths 

for the proclamation of the Kingdom, especially where the good news of your 

Son has not yet arrived. (Readers of the prayers of groups 9 to 12).  
 

Guide: Here is the wine of peace: Queen of Peace, comfort the hearts of the 

people in the territories where war is causing pain and destruction. Help us 

actively commit to building a disarmed and disarming peace. (Readers of the 

prayers of groups 13 to 16).  
 

Guide: Here is the Wine for the poor: Mother of the little ones and the poor, 

make us sensitive to the different forms of fragility and to all those in need. May 

they find our hearts free from all prejudice and generous in sharing. (Readers 

of the prayers of groups 17 to 20).  
 

Guide: Here is the Wine of the boys and the girls and the young people: 

Listening Virgin, accompany the young people in their vocational discernment. 

May they find wise guides to direct their lives towards great ideals and commit 

themselves to the service of God and others. (Readers of the prayers of groups 

21 a 25).  

 

President: Here are the six jars. Jars of water turned into wine: the best of 

wines, born from Mary's prayer, the obedience of the servants and all of us, and 

from Jesus' sacramental gesture. Each of them contains the new wine of the 

Kingdom of God, wine of the most excellent quality, because it comes from faith 

and is delivered by Love. "The disciples believed in Him, and everyone could 

behold the glory of God." Inspired by this faith and with all the love in our hearts, 

we pray to the Father for the fullness of his Kingdom for the young people of 

our world, for the Church, for the Salesian Family, and for ourselves. Let's say 

together, holding hands, each in our own language: Our Father… 

 

⎯ The Lord be with you. 

⎯ May the almighty and merciful God bless us, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

Conclusion of the morning experience  

Don Paolo De Martino 

 

 

 



21 
 

Celebration of the Eucharist 

Church of the House of Divine Providence (Cottolengo).  

Rector Major presides 

Animation: Postulant community 
 

Introduction 
 

‘Dear John Bosco, get yourself a more durable cassock, because there will be 

many young people around you who will put it on; this one is too light’: this is 

what Fr Joseph Benedit Cottolengo, already active at the Little House of Divine 

Providence, said to the young Don Bosco. It was almost a prophecy of what his 

mission would later become. Today, in the church where the remains of St 

Joseph Cottolengo rest, we ask for his intercession in this Eucharist, so that our 

Salesian Family may continue to accompany young people in their encounter 

with Jesus. 

Canto: CANTATE AL SIGNORE, ALLELUIA 
 

Cantate al Signore, Alleluia, benedite il suo nome, alleluia. 

Cantate al Signore, alleluia, con inni di lode, alleluia 
 

Cantate al Signore un canto nuovo, da tutta la terra cantate a lui, 

benedite per sempre il suo nome, narrate alle genti la sua gloria. Rit. 
 

Dio regna glorioso sulla terra, terribile e degno di ogni lode, 

date a lui la gloria del suo nome, prostratevi alla sua maestà. Rit. 
 

Gioiscano i cieli e la terra davanti al Signore che viene, 

egli giudica il mondo con giustizia e con verità tutte le genti. Rit. 

 

LA PAROLA DI DIO 
 

Reading I (1Samuel 8:4-7, 10-22a) 

All the elders of Israel came in a body to Samuel at Ramah and said to him, 

“Now that you are old, and your sons do not follow your example, appoint a 

king over us, as other nations have, to judge us.” 
 

Samuel was displeased when they asked for a king to judge them. He prayed 

to the LORD, however, who said in answer: “Grant the people’s every request. 

It is not you they reject, they are rejecting me as their king.” Samuel delivered 

the message of the LORD in full to those who were asking him for a king. 

He told them: “The rights of the king who will rule you will be as follows: He will 

take your sons and assign them to his chariots and horses, and they will run 

before his chariot. He will also appoint from among them his commanders of 

groups of a thousand and of a hundred soldiers. 
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He will set them to do his plowing and his harvesting, and to make his 

implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. He will use your 

daughters as ointment makers, as cooks, and as bakers. He will take the best 

of your fields, vineyards, and olive groves, and give them to his officials. He will 

tithe your crops and your vineyards and give the revenue to his eunuchs and 

his slaves. He will take your male and female servants, as well as your best 

oxen and your asses, and use them to do his work. He will tithe your flocks and 

you yourselves will become his slaves. When this takes place, you will complain 

against the king whom you have chosen, but on that day the LORD will not 

answer you.” 
 

The people, however, refused to listen to Samuel’s warning and said, “Not so!  

There must be a king over us. We too must be like other nations, with a king to 

rule us and to lead us in warfare and fight our battles.” When Samuel had 

listened to all the people had to say, he repeated it to the LORD, who then said 

to him, “Grant their request and appoint a king to rule them.” 

 

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 89:16-17, 18-19) 

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 

Blessed the people who know the joyful shout; 

in the light of your countenance, O LORD, they walk. 

At your name they rejoice all the day, 

and through your justice they are exalted. R. 
 

For you are the splendor of their strength, 

and by your favor our horn is exalted. 

For to the LORD belongs our shield, 

and to the Holy One of Israel, our King. R. 

 

GOSPEL (Mark 2:1-12) 

When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it became known that he 

was at home. Many gathered together so that there was no longer room for 

them, not even around the door, and he preached the word to them. 

They came bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. Unable to get near 

Jesus because of the crowd, they opened up the roof above him. After they 

had broken through, they let down the mat on which the paralytic was lying. 

When Jesus saw their faith, he said to him, “Child, your sins are forgiven.” 
 

Now some of the scribes were sitting there asking themselves, “Why does this 

man speak that way?  He is blaspheming. Who but God alone can forgive sins?” 

Jesus immediately knew in his mind what they were thinking to themselves, so 

he said, “Why are you thinking such things in your hearts? Which is easier, to 

say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’or to say, ‘Rise, pick up your mat 
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and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority to forgive 

sins on earth” –he said to the paralytic, “I say to you, rise, pick up your mat, 

and go home.” He rose, picked up his mat at once, and went away in the sight 

of everyone. They were all astounded and glorified God, saying, “We have 

never seen anything like this.” 

 

Prayers of the faithful 
 

Celebrant: We present to you, good Father, our prayer intentions; they are our 

desire to be a sign of your presence alongside so many brothers and sisters, 

especially the youngest. Accept our invocations, look upon the honesty of our 

hearts and hear our supplications. Let us say together: We thank you and call 

on you, God, our good Father. 

 

⎯ We present to you, Lord, the dreams and sufferings of your Church: guide 

the hearts and minds of your faithful, lay people, priests, bishops and 

consecrated persons, so that they may be a transparent reflection of the 

Gospel lived.  We pray to the Lord... 

⎯ We present to you the people who accompany us on our journey. Today, 

we pray especially for the Rector Major, Father Fabio: guide their hearts 

so that their lives may speak of you and they may be courageous and 

confident bearers of hope. We pray to the Lord... 

⎯ We present to you, good Father, all the peoples who still suffer because 

of war and injustice. Help us not to be indifferent and to become builders 

of peace wherever we live. We pray to the Lord... 

⎯ We pray for all of us, members of the Salesian Family and members of 

the Cottolengo Family, gathered today in the house of St Joseph 

Cottolengo: teach us to see the beauty of collaboration and the richness 

of the different charisms in the Church. Help us to learn to work together 

to build your Kingdom, here and now. We pray to the Lord... 

⎯ We present to you, good Father, all young people, those who are joyful 

and those who are suffering, so that they may find adults who will care 

for them and help them to encounter Jesus, your Son, and thus grow in 

responsibility and solidarity for the good of all. We pray to the Lord... 

 

Celebrant: Father of goodness and peace, we thank you because in Jesus you 

have called us your children and welcome us as a good Father. We want to do 

everything he tells us, help us in our weakness and give us your Spirit. We ask 

this through Jesus Christ, our Lord and our God, who lives and reigns for ever 

and ever. 

 

 



24 
 

Canto: COSA OFFIRTI 

 

Cosa offrirti o Dio, cosa posso darti. 

Eccomi son qui davanti a te: 

le gioie ed i dolori, gli affanni di ogni giorno. 

Tutto voglio vivere in te 
 

Accetta mio Re questo poco che ho: 

offro a te la mia vita. 

Gioia è per me far la tua volontà. 

Il mio unico bene sei solo tu, solo tu 
 

Vengo a te mio Dio, apro le mie braccia 

che la tua letizia riempirà 

Rinnova questo cuore perché ti sappia amare: 

e nella tua pace io vivrò. Rit. 

 

Canto di comunione: IL SIGNORE È IL MIO PASTORE 
 

Il Signore è il mio pastore nulla manca ad ogni attesa. 

In verdissimi prati mi pasce, mi disseta a placide acque. 
 

É il ristoro dell’anima mia, in sentieri diritti mi guida 

per amore del santo suo nome, dietro di lui mi sento sicuro. 
 

Pur se andassi per valle oscura non avrò a temere alcun male 

perché sempre mi sei vicino, mi sostieni con tuo vincastro. 
 

Quale mensa per me tu prepari sotto gli occhi dei miei nemici! 

Del tuo olio profumi il mio capo: Il mio calice è colmo di ebbrezza. 
 

Bontà e grazia mi sono compagne quanto dura il mio cammino; 

io starò nella casa di Dio lungo tutto il migrare dei giorni. 

 

Canto finale: AVE MARIA AUSILIATRICE 
 

Guida di Don Bosco, tu ripeti a noi: 

“questa è la mia casa, per la mia gloria” 
 

Ave Maria Ausiliatrice, sei la causa della nostra gioia: 

presso il cuore di Dio intercedi per noi! 

Sei l’Immacolata, domini il nemico: 

dona la tua forza alla gioventù. Rit. 

Guida i nostri passi sulle vie del Cielo: 

canteremo insieme nell’eternità. Rit 
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Holy of Rosary in Basilica  
Animation: ADMA 

 
Hymn: Magnificat anima mea Dominum 
 

Guide: Dear brothers and sisters of the Salesian Family, We gather together in 

prayer on this evening of grace and reflection, an essential part of our Salesian 

Spirituality Days, which see us committed to rediscovering faith as a source of 

inner freedom and generous gift in the apostolic commitment of our daily lives. 

The Holy Rosary unites us to our Teacher and Mother, Mary Help of Christians. 

She is  ‘Don Bosco’s Madonna’, the one who inspired, protected and supported 

the Salesian work from its very beginnings. This evening, we contemplate the 

mysteries of our salvation to offer ourselves to God who has loved us from 

eternity.  

Let us invoke her presence, asking, through the intercession of Mary and St 

John Bosco, for the grace to live fully the charism that has been given to us. 

• Let us entrust to Mary the intentions of these days and our commitment 

to live the Strenna that guides us: ‘Do whatever he tells you. Believers, 

free to serve.’ 

• Let us ask Mary to help us learn to look at the world and young people 

with the eyes of faith and charity, so that we may be an example to them 

and bearers of God's love. 

• Let us entrust to Mary the intentions of the entire Salesian Family and, 

with a simple and trusting heart, let us begin our prayer. We are 

accompanied by the prayerful reflections of the Servant of God Tonino 

Bello. 

1st Mystery – God wants everyone to be saved through the man Jesus The 

Lord God said to the serpent: ‘Because you have done this,, […] I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will 

strike your head,and you will strike his heel.’ 
 

Reading 1: Holy Mary, you stand between the Old and New Testaments. You 

are the dawn that precedes the Sun of Justice. In you comes “the fullness of 

time” when God decides to be born “of a woman”. With you, a time centred on 

justice comes to an end and another time centred on mercy begins.  

Holy Mary, gate of Heaven, stand by our loneliness. Watch over our agonies. Do 

not move from our side. On the last line that separates exile from homeland, 

reach out your hand to us. Because, if you are there at the decisive threshold 

of our salvation, we will cross the border. Even without a passport. Our Father, 

10 Hail Marys, Glory be. Hymn: Ave, ave, ave Maria(2x) 
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2nd Mystery – Mary’s parents were Joachim and Anna: she is the 

immaculate woman. The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 

‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ 
 

Reading 2: The Gospel tells us nothing about Mary’s face, which, however, 

must have been beautiful. In the Gospel there is a very important Greek word, 

laden with mysterious meanings. This word, which essentially establishes the 

whole series of supernatural privileges of the girl from Nazareth, resounds in 

the angel's greeting: Favoured one (Full of grace). But it could find its equivalent 

in ‘most gracious’, with obvious allusions to the enchanting splendour of her 

human face. Our Father, 10 Hail Marys, Glory be. Hymn: Ave Maria(2x) 

 

3rd Mystery – Mary is presented to the Temple: she is the woman offered 

to God. The king has brought me into his chambers. We will exult and rejoice 

in you; we will extol your love more than wine; rightly do they love you. I belong 

to my beloved, and his desire is for me. 

Reading 3: To obey comes from the Latin ob-audire, which means listening 

while standing before him. Those who obey do not lose their freedom but rather 

enhance it. They do not stifle their talents but rather put them to good use. 

Those who obey do not cease to desire but rather identify so deeply with the 

person they love that they align their own will with that of the other. This is 

Mary's obedience. Holy Mary, obedient woman, you who had the grace to ‘walk 

in the presence of God’, grant that we too, like you, may be able to ‘seek his 

face’. Our Father, 10 Hail Marys, Glory be. Hymn: Ave, ave, ave Maria(2x) 

 

4th Mystery – Mary welcomes the Angel’s announcement: she is the 

woman of faith. The angel said to her: ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 

will be holy; he will be called Son of God». Mary said to the angel: ‘Here am I, 

the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ 
 

Reading 4: The Council says that, at the angel's announcement, the Virgin Mary 

‘received the Word of God in her heart and body’. In her heart and body. She 

was, that is, disciple and mother of the Word. Disciple, because she listened to 

the Word and kept it forever in her heart. Mother, because she offered her 

womb to the Word and kept it for nine months in the treasure chest of her body. 

Holy Mary, welcoming woman, make us capable of hospitable gestures towards 

our brothers and sisters. Disperse, we pray, our mistrust. Loosen our hermetic 

closures towards those who are different from us. Our Father, 10 Hail Marys, 

Glory be. Hymn: Ave, ave, ave Maria(2x) 
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5th Mystery – Mary gives birth to Jesus: she is the woman of bread. Joseph 

also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David 

called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 

David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 

was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 

child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
  

Reading 5: It is not difficult to see in that placement in the manger the intention 

to present Jesus, from his very first appearance, as food for the world. Indeed, 

as the bread of the world. Next to the manger, as if before a tabernacle, was the 

baker of that bread: Mary. She understood her role well. For this reason, on the 

night of rejection, she used the manger as a basket for a meal. It was almost as 

if, with that prophetic gesture, she was anticipating the invitation that Jesus 

would extend to the whole world on the night of his betrayal: ‘Take this, all of 

you, and eat of it: this is my body, which will be given up for you’. Our Father, 

10 Hail Marys, Glory be. Hymn: Salve Regina 
 

Litany 
 

Mother of God! 
Mother of the Emmanuel 
Hope of our father Adam 
Our Refuge 
Joy of Eve 

Exultation of righteous Abel 
Deliverance of Noah 
Tent of Abraham 
Exultation of generations 
Consolation of Sarah 

FAMIGLIA IN PREGHIERA, MARIA, TU CI PROTEGGI 

CANTA SEMPRE CON IL CUOR MARIA, AUSILIATRICE! 
 

Immaculate and chaste 
True Virgin 
Steadfastness of Jacob the righteous 
Precious stone 
Waiting for Rachel 

Prediction of Moses 
Splendour of the pillar of fire 
Trust of Ruth 
Mother of the Lord 
Honour of Samuel 

FAMILY IN PRAYER YOUR NAME, PROTECTIVE MOTHER 

OUR HEARTS SING TOGETHER, MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS 
 
Lyre of David 
Ark of the Covenant 
Wisdom of Solomon 
Glory of Israel 
Strength of Elijah 

Confidence of the poor 
Security of Elisha 
Incense pleasing to God 
Song of Isaiah 
Obedience of Jeremiah 

FAMILIA EN ORACIÓN, TU NOMBRE, OH PROTECTORA, 

CANTA NUESTRO CORAZÓN, MARÍA AUXILIADORA 
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Giver of life 
Wisdom of Daniel 
Courage of Judith 
Teacher of prayer 
Beauty of Esther 

Source of living water 
Vineyard irrigated and guarded 
Evergreen tree 
Lamp of the virgins 
Field of hidden treasure 

FAMILLE EN PRIÈRE, MARIE, TU NOUS PROTÈGES, 

CHANTE TOUJOURS DU CŒUR, MARIE, AUXILIATRICE. 
 
Exaltation of the righteous Joseph 
Mother of Jesus Christ 
Handmaid of the Lord 
Joy of the angels 
Witness of Jesus 

Support of the Apostles 
Strength of the martyrs 
Fragrance of the saints’ prayers 
Net cast into the sea 
Perfumed oil 

FAMÍLIA EM ORAÇÃO, TEU NOME, MÃE PROTETORA, 

CANTA O NOSSO CORAÇÃO, MARIA, AUXILIADORA! 

Bond between spouses 
Wealth of parents 
Plant with medicinal leaves 
Mother of the Church 

River of the city of God 
Mother of the Beloved 

Mother of the Son of God 

FAMIGLIA IN PREGHIERA, MARIA, TU CI PROTEGGI 

CANTA SEMPRE CON IL CUOR MARIA, AUSILIATRICE!  

 

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God 

so that we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ 

 
Let us pray: Lord, You who chose Mary as our Mother and teacher, companion 
on our journey and glorious example of faith in freedom, grant us too, O Lord, 
through her intercession, to share in the fullness of Your grace. You, who in the 
incarnation of your Son have gladdened the whole world, grant that we who 
venerate Mary, the cause of our joy, may walk constantly in the way of your 
precepts and keep our hearts fixed on true joy. Through Christ, our Lord.  

 
Blessing 

 
Goodnight: ‘Do whatever he tells you’. A reflection for the Salesian 
Family, with a special focus on Salesian Cooperators. 
(Text in the RELATONS booklet).  
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SATURDAY, 17th: 

“Free to serve”. Choosing and acting 
 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
Rector Major presides 

Animation: Salesian Cooperators 
 

 

Introduction 
 

Brothers and sisters, welcome. Today’s liturgy presents us with the mystery 

of God’s call, a personal and surprising invitation that disrupts our plans and 

opens us up to a greater horizon. In the first reading, we witness Saul’s 

unexpected choice. Similarly, in the Gospel, Jesus passes by and fixes his 

gaze on Levi, a tax collector. With a single phrase, “Follow me”, he invites 

him to a new life. And Levi, without hesitation, gets up and follows him, 

leaving everything behind. 
  

These calls resonate with us today, especially in light of the Rector Major’s 

Strenna: ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ We are invited to become ‘believers, free 

to serve’ to listen to the voice of Jesus who calls us to leave our securities 

and our human logic behind in order to follow him. Let us therefore open our 

hearts to listen to his Word, and celebrate the Eucharistic banquet with joy, 

ready to respond with the same generosity as Saul and Levi. 

 

Canto. LODATE DIO 
 

Lodate Dio, schiere beate del cielo. Lodate Dio, genti di tutta la terra.  

Cantate a Lui, che l'universo creò, somma sapienza e splendore. 
 

Lodate Dio, Padre che dona ogni bene. Lodate Dio, ricco di grazia e 

perdono. 

Cantate a Lui, che tanto gli uomini amò da dare l'unico Figlio. 

 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!  

All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near, 

praise Him in glad adoration 
 

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 

Let the Amen sound from His people again, 

gladly forever adore Him! 
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LA PAROLA DI DIO 
 

Reading I  (1 Samuel 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1) 

There was a stalwart man from Benjamin named Kish, who was the son of 

Abiel, son of Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite. He had a 

son named Saul, who was a handsome young man. There was no other child 

of Israel more handsome than Saul; he stood head and shoulders above the 

people. Now the asses of Saul’s father, Kish, had wandered off. Kish said to 

his son Saul, “Take one of the servants with you and go out and hunt for the 

asses.” Accordingly they went through the hill country of Ephraim, and 

through the land of Shalishah. Not finding them there, they continued through 

the land of Shaalim without success. They also went through the land of 

Benjamin, but they failed to find the animals. When Samuel caught sight of 

Saul, the LORD assured him, “This is the man of whom I told you; he is to 

govern my people.” 
 

Saul met Samuel in the gateway and said, “Please tell me where the seer 

lives.” Samuel answered Saul: “I am the seer. Go up ahead of me to the high 

place and eat with me today. In the morning, before dismissing you, I will tell 

you whatever you wish.” Then, from a flask he had with him, Samuel poured 

oil on Saul’s head; he also kissed him, saying: “The LORD anoints you 

commander over his heritage. You are to govern the LORD’s people Israel, 

and to save them from the grasp of their enemies roundabout. 
 

“This will be the sign for you that the LORD has anointed you commander 

over his heritage.” 

 

Responsorial Psalm  (Psalm 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7) 

R. Lord, in your strength the king is glad. 

O LORD, in your strength the king is glad; 

in your victory how greatly he rejoices! 

You have granted him his heart’s desire; 

you refused not the wish of his lips. R. 
 

For you welcomed him with goodly blessings, 

you placed on his head a crown of pure gold. 

He asked life of you: you gave him 

length of days forever and ever. R. 
 

Great is his glory in your victory; 

majesty and splendor you conferred upon him. 

For you made him a blessing forever;             

you gladdened him with the joy of your face. R. 
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GOSPEL (Mark 2:13-17) 

 

Jesus went out along the sea. All the crowd came to him and he taught them. 

As he passed by, he saw Levi, son of Alphaeus, sitting at the customs post. 

Jesus said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed Jesus. While he 

was at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners sat with Jesus and 

his disciples; for there were many who followed him. 

Some scribes who were Pharisees saw that Jesus was eating with sinners 

and tax collectors and said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax 

collectors and sinners?” Jesus heard this and said to them, “Those who are 

well do not need a physician, but the sick do. I did not come to call the 

righteous but sinners.” 

 

Prayers of the faithful 
 

Reader: Together let us pray and say: Lord, who calls us to follow you, hear us 

 

⎯ For the Salesian Family, that, in harmony with the message of the 

Strenna, it may know how to read the signs of the times and listen to 

the voice of God calling it. May it always be a community of authentic 

believers, joyfully free in serving young people, especially the poorest 

and most needy, bearing witness to the beauty of the Gospel with their 

lives. Let us pray to the Lord. 

⎯ For young people, that, following the example of Saul and Levi, they 

may not be afraid when Jesus calls them. May His voice resound loudly 

in their hearts, giving them the courage to leave behind the false 

securities of the world and follow Him with generosity and creativity, 

thus becoming protagonists of a future of hope, justice and peace. Let 

us pray to the Lord. 

⎯ For the Salesian Cooperators, who are renewing their commitment as 

they journey towards the 150th anniversary of their foundation. 

Supported by God's grace, may they continue to be a living and fruitful 

presence in the Salesian mission, bringing the light of Don Bosco's 

charism as evangelical leaven into their families, workplaces and 

society. Let us pray to the Lord. 

⎯ For the Church, that following the example of her Master and Lord, she 

may never tire of reaching out to wounded humanity. May she 

increasingly become a ‘field hospital,’ a place of mercy, forgiveness 

and welcome for all, especially for those who feel themselves to be 

sinners, the least and the excluded, revealing the face of a God who 

came not to call the righteous, but the sick. Let us pray to the Lord. 
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⎯ For peace in the world, that those who govern and all those who have 

political and social responsibilities may set aside partisan interests and 

be guided by the wisdom that comes from above. May they listen to 

the cry of the peoples who call for peace and courageously pursue 

paths of dialogue, reconciliation and fraternity, in order to build a more 

just and united world for all. Let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Canto di Comunione: TU HAS VENIDO A LA ORILLA 

 

Tú has venido a la orilla; 

no has buscado ni a sabios ni a ricos, tan solo quieres que yo te siga. 

Señor, me has mirado a los ojos, sonriendo has dicho mi nombre.  

En la arena he dejado mi barca, junto a ti buscaré otro mar. 

 

Tú sabes bien lo que tengo, 

en mi barca no hay oro ni espadas, tan solo redes y mi trabajo. Rit. 

 

Tú necesitas mis manos, 

mi cansancio que a otros descanse, amor quiera seguir amando. Rit. 

 

Tu pescador de otros lagos, 

ansia eterna de almas que esperan, amigo bueno que así me llamas. Rit. 

 

Canto finale: GIÙ DAI COLLI 

 

Giù dai colli, un dì lontano, con la sola madre accanto  

sei venuto a questo piano, dei tuoi sogni al dolce incanto. 

Oggi, o padre, non più solo per le strade passi ancora: 

dei tuoi figli immenso stuolo con gran giubilo ti onora.  

 

Don Bosco, ritorna tra i giovani ancor!  

Ti chiamano frementi di gioia e d’amor. 

 

Sul tuo colle appare, o Santo, la casetta di famiglia.  

Meraviglia: or vedi accanto grande tempio, grande altare. 

Ci ricorda il tuo Natale, i tuoi sogni, il tuo lavoro.  

La sua guglia in alto sale custodisce un gran tesoro. Rit. 
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SUNDAY 19th, “Servants, believers, free and 

generous for the young” 
 
 

Celebration of the Eucharist  
The Rector Major presides 
 
 

Introduction 
 

In this Eucharist, at the conclusion of the Salesian Family Days, we want to 

thank the Lord for the days we have spent together, for every smile, gesture 

and word that has brought us closer, for the beauty of the relationships we 

have experienced and for the grace of being able to celebrate the Eucharist 

together, sharing the broken bread that makes us ever more witnesses of 

your love. 

We thank you because you have called us to be, each with our own specific 

charism, signs of your love and bearers of hope, especially for all the young 

people of the world. In this Eucharist, we entrust to you what we have 

received, so that it may become concrete life, daily commitment and joyful 

witness to the Gospel, in the style of Don Bosco. 

 

Hymn. GLORIA A TE 

 

Gloria a te, Cristo Gesù, oggi e sempre Tu regnerai!  

Gloria a te! Presto verrai: sei speranza solo tu! 
 

Sia lode a te! Tutta la Chiesa celebra il Padre con la sua voce,  

e nello Spirito canta di gioia. Solo in te pace e unità: Amen! Alleluia!  
 

Louvai Jesus, o Redentor, que sobre a morte trionfou 

e do pecado nos salvou:  
 

Blessed be, God, Shepherd of all, seeking the stray when dangers fall, 

ost in the night of fear and dark. 
 

¡Gloria al Señor! vamos a él, a sus promesas siempre fiel, 

siempre dispuesto a perdonar: 
 

Béni soit Dieu, Maître et Seigneur, Lui, le Chemin du vrai bonheur, 

Il nous l’enseigne pas à pas:  
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THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Reading 1 (Isaiah 49:3, 5-6) 

The LORD said to me: You are my servant, Israel, through whom I show my 

glory. 

Now the LORD has spoken who formed me as his servant from the womb, 

that Jacob may be brought back to him and Israel gathered to him; and I am 

made glorious in the sight of the LORD, and my God is now my strength! It is 

too little, the LORD says, for you to be my servant, to raise up the tribes of 

Jacob, and restore the survivors of Israel; I will make you a light to the nations, 

that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth. 

 

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10) 

R. O Senhor é meu Pastor, nada me falta, nada me falta 
 

I have waited, waited for the LORD, 

and he stooped toward me and heard my cry. 

And he put a new song into my mouth, a hymn to our God. R. 
 

Sacrifice or offering you wished not, 

but ears open to obedience you gave me. 

Holocausts or sin-offerings you sought not; then said I, “Behold I come.” R. 
 

“In the written scroll it is prescribed for me, 

to do your will, O my God, is my delight, and your law is within my heart!” R. 
 

I announced your justice in the vast assembly; 

I did not restrain my lips, as you, O LORD, know. 

 

Reading 2  (1 Corinthians 1:1-3) 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Sosthenes 

our brother, to the church of God that is in Corinth, to you who have been 

sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be holy, with all those everywhere who 

call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours. Grace to 

you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Acclamation to the Gospel:  

 

Alleluia, alleluia 

Cantad al Señor jubilosos, 

grandes maravillas ha hecho. 

Cantadlo por toda la tierra.  
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GOSPEL (John 1:29-34) 

John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Behold, the Lamb 

of God, who takes away the sin of the world. He is the one of whom I said, ‘A 

man is coming after me who ranks ahead of me because he existed before 

me.’ I did not know him, but the reason why I came baptizing with water was 

that he might be made known to Israel.” 

John testified further, saying, “I saw the Spirit come down like a dove from 

heaven and remain upon him. I did not know him, but the one who sent me 

to baptize with water told me, ‘On whomever you see the Spirit come down 

and remain, he is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ Now I have 

seen and testified that he is the Son of God.” 

 

Prayer of the faithful 
 

Celebrant. Brothers and sisters, united as the Salesian Family, inspired by 

the example of Saint John Bosco, we present our prayers to the Father. With 

confident hearts, we entrust to Him the young people and families of the 

whole world, so that our faith may be alive and our hope may become a 

concrete sign of love, care and service, especially towards the smallest and 

most fragile. Together let us pray: Father, hear our prayer. 
 

⎯ For the Church of God, guided by the Holy Spirit, to be a credible 

witness to the Gospel and a sign of hope for every man and woman, 

especially in times of trial and confusion. Lord, we pray.  

⎯ For the Pope and the Bishops, that they may always be salt and light in 

the world, credible witnesses of your love. Lord, we pray.  

⎯ For all those who suffer, who are marginalised, who seek hope and 

peace: may they find, through the grace of Christ, in our Salesian 

Family, a tangible sign of your compassionate care. Lord, we pray.  

⎯ For all families marked by fear and loss due to the various wars 

scattered throughout the world, may the Lord dry every tear and bring 

about paths of healing and peace. Lord, we pray.  

⎯ For young people, the first and foremost recipients of the Salesian 

mission, that they may find in the Church and in society the answers to 

their expectations and effective help to grow in their human and 

Christian identity. Lord, we pray.  

⎯ For the Rector Major and for our entire Salesian Family: that, attentive 

to the signs of the times and following the example of Don Bosco, 

Mother Mazzarello and all the saints and blessed of our Family, they 

may courageously commit themselves to the integral salvation of 

humanity. Lord, we pray.  
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Offertory: IL CUORE PARLA AL CUORE 
 

Farò tutto per amore, nulla è per dovere se amo Te; 

in ogni tempo spero in Te, la mia Vera Gioia. 
 

Dans ta volonté je resterai, je ne refuserai pas ce que tu veux;  

je plongerai chaque istant en Toi, entre Tes mains. 
 

Dal Cuore Tuo al cuore mio, Parola che mi parla di Te. 

Il Cuore parla al cuore: non c'è più Legge se l'Amore è in noi! 
 

Dona pace e santità, l'umile coraggio insieme a Te; 

Tu sei perfetta Carità, sei Presenza Vera. 
 

Mandaci ad annunciare Te, nelle avversità rimani in noi; 

forti se siamo uniti a Te, come Tu nel Padre.  

 

Song: SANCTUS 
 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus Dominus. 

Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua. 

Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. 

Hosanna in excelsis. 

 

Song of the Communion: PRENDS MA VIE  
 

Prends ma vie, Seigneur, prends ma vie, 

que ma vie soit prière. 

Prends ma vie, Seigneur, prends ma vie, 

que ma vie ressemble à ta Vie (x2).  
 

Prends mes mains, Seigneur, prends mes mains, 

que mes mains soient prière. 

Prends mes mains, Seigneur, prends mes mains, 

que mes mains ressemblent à tes mains (x2). 
 

Prends mon cœur, Seigneur, prends mon cœur, 

que mon cœur soit prière. 

Prends mon cœur, Seigneur, prends mon cœur, 

que mon cœur ressemble à ton Cœur (x2). 

 

Song: SEI TU SIGNORE IL PANE 
 

Sei Tu, Signore il pane, Tu cibo sei per noi. 

Risorto a vita nuova, sei vivo in mezzo a noi. 
 

Nell’ultima sua cena Gesù si dona ai suoi: 

Prendete pane e vino, la vita mia per voi”. 
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Yo soy el Pan de vida, el que crea vivirá, 

y yo le resucitaré para la eternidad. 
 

Se porti la sua Croce, in lui tu regnerai,  

se muori unito a Cristo, con lui rinascerai. 
 

All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace. 

To those on whom his favor rests goodwill shall never cease. 
 

Canto: HIC EST DOMUS MEA 
 

Da questa casa si diffonderà luce raggiante ed immortale,  

e qui si onorerà l’immenso Padre.  

Hic est Domus mea, inde gloria mea, gloria mea!  
 

In questo campo martiri fedeli hanno versato 

il loro sangue che oggi scorre in voi, vangelo vivo. (Rit.) 
 

Canto a Don Bosco: PADRE, MAESTRO E AMICO 
 

Padre, di molte genti padre, il nostro grido ascolta: 

è il canto della vita. 

Quella perenne giovinezza che tu portavi in cuore, 

perché non doni a noi? 

Padre, maestro ed amico noi giovani del mondo 

guardiamo ancora a te. 

Apri il nostro cuore a Cristo, 

sostieni il nostro impegno in questa società. 
 

Fiesta, contigo siempre es fiesta, contigo hay alegría,  

se siente tu amistad. 

Vuelve, revive entre nosotros tu amor de buen amigo 

con jóvenes de hoy... 
 

Padre, de muchos hijos padre, escucha nuestro grito 

de vida y juventud, 

vuelve, don Bosco siempre joven, que el mundo se hace viejo, 

sin fe y sin corazón! 
 

Father, for many people, Father, just listen to our voice, 

which is the song of love  

Your heart was always full of love, Your spirit always young 

What can you do for us? 
 

Father, our guide and our friend young people of the world; 

We still rely on you! 

Open our hearts to Jesus Christ Support our commitment 

in this community. 
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